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“Reflections” Writing Workshop by Daniel Stallings  
for Ridge Writers’ January 2 Meeting at 6 p.m. 
 

Our January 2 Ridge Writers general meeting will get us to start the new year and new decade 

off writing with a new writing workshop helmed by published author and Ridge Writers 

president Daniel Stallings. “Reflections,” the title of the workshop, will focus on drawing from 

personal experiences and memories to add depth and nuance to stories, to bring out special 

details only you as the author have that came make your story or work so much stronger. 

Inspired by a Facebook photo posting challenge, Daniel will show us how a picture can be 

worth “a thousand more words.” 
 

The Ridge Writers January Meeting will be Thursday, January 2, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church (633 W. Las Flores Ave.). The meeting is free and open to the 

public. Bring your friends for this creative trip down memory lane! 
 

Read at the December Holiday Party: ONLY 253 SHOPPING DAYS 
By Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 
  

Written by Donna several years ago, this piece is a humorous take on 

holiday shopping that had our branch 

president laughing to tears. Enjoy!  
 

Though it actually happened last month, 

it seems like yesterday that the postman 

brought me an unexpected package from 

a friend. 
 

I couldn’t believe her thoughtfulness. A 

surprise present! I felt warm and 

wonderful inside. 
 

Then I opened it and found the sweater 

I’d given her for Christmas, with a note 

detailing why she hated it, concluding with, “I’m so full-bosomed that I 

couldn’t button it. I’ve had that burden all my life. Please return it and 

use the money to buy me something I want.” 
 

The reason it seems like yesterday is that I still can’t believe it. I’d spent 

more time searching for that gift than all the others combined. Maybe 

you know people like this. If you do, we’d both better get busy and use 

our paltry 253 remaining days wisely. I submit that going to the store 

won’t help until you’ve explored the workings of the person’s mind. 

 

Remember, it’s a battle of wits and only one of you can win. Subterfuge is a good beginning. Casually say, “If I go to yard 

sales this weekend, are you into any collectibles I don’t know about?” A “yes” will be your ticket to easy street, because 

then you don’t have to go farther than a good swap meet. But if this approach fails, lie. Say, “I won $25 in the lottery. I 

ought to splurge on myself. What would you do if you won?” 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Continued on page 3  

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

January 2 – “Reflections” Writing 

Workshop by Daniel Stallings 

 

February 6 – Jennifer Crittenden, publisher 

of Whistling Rabbit Press and organizer of 

the East Sierra Book Festival. 

 

March 5 - Jonah Raskin, "A Terrible 

Beauty," environmental essayist. 

 

April 2 - Veronica Giolli, mystery novelist, 

Whispers in the Wind 

 

May 7 - James A. Ardaiz – author of the 

new legal thriller “Shades of Truth” and 

former prosecutor, judge, and Presiding 

Justice of the California Fifth District Court 

of Appeal. 
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One Thousand More Words 
 

They say a picture’s worth a thousand words. And it’s true that a strong image can communicate 

a whole range of emotions. But somehow, in the advent of social media, I’ve found that pictures 

cannot replace the power of words providing context to the image. A picture is almost nothing 

without its caption. A beautiful image can stand alone as a thing of admiration, but it only 

becomes special or meaningful if we are given the context of the image, if we are told where the 

picture was taken, of whom, of what, of why. Why is it so important for this image to be 

captured? For that, we still need words and the inherent power of storytelling. 
 

Let me give you some context as to how this President’s Message came to be. On Facebook, a 

popular trend is photo challenges. You post a photo related to the challenge’s basic theme (black 

and white photo of a moment in your life, photos of your pets, etc.) once a day for however 

many days the challenge asks of you, and you nominate a friend to take on the challenge. A recent challenge is one for the 

Performing Arts to raise awareness for the arts. For ten days, we post a picture of us performing. Sounds perfect for me to 

do with all my shows. 
 

But there was a catch. The challenge asked us to post the pictures with no explanation. I found that, frankly, stupid. The 

stories behind these performances are necessary to raising awareness and interest in the arts. Without the context, there’s 

no real meaning behind the pictures. Pictures don’t say enough on their own. I wanted people to be excited, to be inspired, 

to be moved by the journey I and all the people who worked with me made in theatre. So, being the essential 

nonconformist I am, I posted my photos with stories about each one. Stories about the people, the shows, the experiences. I 

was honest and heartfelt. Looking back on those memories made me realize how far we’d come and how vital those 

memories were in shaping who I was. It gave me the idea for the January Workshop: Looking back to find those moments 

that can make a character’s journey more important or a scene more special. 
 

Reflecting on my journey as a theatre artist not only affected me in a profound way. Friends of mine who already 

completed the challenge restarted it with the idea of sharing their own stories. Now we’re all sharing stories about our 

times performing and connecting even closer. We’re all learning more about each other, which we wouldn’t have done 

without the power of storytelling. A picture’s worth a thousand words, but one thousand more brings them to life. 

_____ 
 

The southern region of the California Writers Club maintains the “zine”-

format socalwritersshowcase.com, containing monthly content from 

members, ranging from fiction, nonfiction/essays, and memoir, to poetry, 

inter-views, discussion on writers’ life, the craft, and news. 

 

 
 

Ridge Writers Leaders 

 

President – Daniel Stallings 

Vice President – John Anderson 

Secretary – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 

Treasurer – Andrew Sound 

Member at Large – Vacant 

Historian – Maryann Butterfield 

Newsletter Editor – Daniel Stallings 

Programs & Publicity – Donna 

McCrohan Rosenthal 

State Rep – Daniel Stallings 

Youth Coordinator – Daniel Stallings 

Webmaster – Julianne Black 

 

To reach any of these leaders, use 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. 

Visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters 

and our website CWC-ridgewriters.org. 

The Writers of the Purple Sage is the monthly newsletter of the Ridge Writers, East 
Sierra Branch of the 109-year-old California Writer Club. Except where otherwise 

stated, all articles in this publication may be printed without special permission in 

newsletters of branches of the California Writers Club and in the State Bulletin, 

subject to the following conditions: 
a. The author’s name and original publication credit must be printed with the 

text. 

b. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes. 

c. You must send a copy of the newsletter bearing the reprint to the author. 
Contact the editor by mail at P.O. Box 484, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 or by email, 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. SPECIAL NOTICE: Photographs for publicity and 

newsletter uses are taken at all Ridge Writers events. By entering the venue, members 

and guests are granting permission that their likenesses may be used for publicity 
purposes. 

mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters
mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
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Only 253 Shopping Days continued from page 1 
 

If that draws another blank stare, consider food. Not just a fancy box of chocolates, but a beloved flavor from the old 

neighborhood. I’ve known transplanted Virginians who jumped for joy over a box of Washington spoonbread mix. You can 

mail order that. Ingenuity might demand that you assemble the goodies in a pretty basket with mugs. Maybe add a clever little 

Copper Beach paperback (“Etiquette for Chocolate Lovers,” “Love is Like a Mutton Chop,” or “The Etiquette of an English 

Tea”). 
 

That way, your recipient can eat the food, donate the mugs to a thrift shop, and learn a few things about manners. If November 

arrives and these folks still haven’t dropped a clue, forget subtlety. Be direct. Threaten to go through their garbage for ideas. Of 

course, you might BE one of the hard-to-please. In that case, do your loved ones a favor by hinting passionately and often: “Oh 

WOW, I hope there are plenty of yard sales this weekend. I have my heart set on a Lucy Ricardo cheese dish and matching 

spatula.” 
 

If you do, it could yield dividends in your future – on your birthday, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, perhaps even the 

International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer (Sept. 16). I have one more bit of advice to dispense before I return 

the sweater. Whether you’re the getter or the giver, I urge you: Don’t put it off. Spring turns into summer into autumn before 

you notice. 
 

Start your holiday shopping today. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Jack London 

Award Winners 
 

We’re proud of the Ridge Writers who 

have won the Jack London Award, the 

highest recognition each branch of 

CWC can give outstanding members.  

The award was presented annually 

until 2005, and subsequently only  

once every two years. 
 

Maryann Butterfield 1997 

Casey Wilson 1998 

Rlee Peters 1999 

Judy Dutcher 2000 

Curt Danhauser 2001 

Judy Martin 2002 

Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 2003 

Holly Dworken Cooley 2004 

Liz Babcock 2005 

Allison Aubin 2007 

Steve Wersan 2009* 

Margaret Luebs 2013 

Daniel Stallings 2015 

Julianne DiBlasi Black 2017 

John Anderson 2019 
 

*With a special Charmian London 

Award to Fran Wersan 
 

  

Scenes from Lives of Service 
 

     Thanks to the tireless efforts of the publishing 

team, the long-awaited Ridge Writers “Scenes from 

Lives of Service: High Desert Veterans of WWI 

through Desert Storm” has arrived and will be on 

hand at our holiday party Thursday, December 5 at 6 

p.m. at Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church. It will sell to 

the general public for $26.95 plus sales tax, but 

members can purchase it from us for a flat $25 which 

includes tax.  
 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

6th Annual Dickens Tea 
 

The Dickens Tea was a big success! Thank you to everyone who came and 

helped with this annual holiday tradition for Ridge Writers. Below are 

pictures from the event.  

 

At left, Actress Nicole 

Johnson as Mrs. 

Cratchit reading a cozy 

family dinner scene 

from A Christmas Carol 

by Charles Dickens. 

 

At right, gusts display 

their decorated pie tin 

ornaments celebrating 

the Victorian raised pie. 
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The Ellen Meloy Fund for Desert Writers 
 

The Ellen Meloy Fund for Desert Writers 

grants one $5,000 award in the spring of 

each year. Only proposals for literary or 

creative nonfiction book projects will be 

considered. No fiction or poetry proposals 

will be reviewed. 
 

The Fund supports writing that brings new 

perspectives and deeper meaning to the body 

of desert literature. All applications will be 

reviewed through a peer-panel process. 
 

Please read the award guidelines before 

submitting your application. There is a $15 

fee to apply. The application requires a 

project proposal, a biographical statement, 

and a writing sample of no more than 10 

pages. Submit all materials in one document. 

Deadline: January 15 

Website: ellenmeloy.com/apply 
 

The East Sierra Branch (Ridge Writers) is the 
California Writers Club branch serving the 

eastern part of Kern County. Over the mountains 

on the west side of the county is our 

Bakersfield-based sister branch, Writers of Kern. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Knocking Off Hats 
 

 Herman Melville was born 200 years ago, 
August 1819, but these words from the 

opening of "Moby Dick" (1851) right after 
the unforgettable "Call me Ishmael" have 
a very timely resonance in our troubled 

times: 
 

“Some years ago--never mind how long 
precisely --having little or no money in my 

purse, and nothing particular to interest me 
on shore, I thought I would sail about a 

little and see the watery part of the world. 
It is a way I have of driving off the spleen, 
and regulating the circulation. Whenever I 

find myself growing grim about the 
mouth; whenever it is a damp, drizzly 
November in my soul; whenever I find 

myself involuntarily pausing before coffin 
warehouses, and bringing up the rear of 
every funeral I meet; and especially 

whenever my hypos get such an upper 
hand of me, that it requires a strong moral 

principle to prevent me from deliberately 
stepping into the street, and methodically 
knocking people's hats off--then, I account 

it high time to get to sea as soon as I can. 
 

This is my substitute for pistol and ball.” 

 
 
 

 

 
Our book Planet Mojave: 
Visions From a World Apart 
is available at Jawbone 
Canyon Station, the Historic 
USO Building, Red Rock 
Books, Maturango Museum, 
and online from our 
website.  
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