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RIDGE WRITERS’ ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
DECEMBER 5 AT 6 P.M. 
 
This popular annual Ridge Writers celebration begins at 6:00 p.m., WHERE WE 

MEET MOST MONTHS, RIDGECREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (633 W. Las 

Flores Ave.). We cannot meet at our usual holiday haunt, the Heritage Club House, 

because, at the time of this writing, they have not completed the renovations underway. 

 

Arrive a little early to help set up and situate the potluck dish you’ll bring. We’ll dine, 

socialize, and renew friendships. After that, we’ll give original member readings of no 

longer than 5-7 minutes each. We hope to see you there as we kick off the New Year. 

We designate this event as “members-only,” which can include a plus-one. We always have fun! 
 

November Program: Norma Ashby Speaks to a Rapt Audience 
Presented by Liz Babcock 
 

A gratifyingly large crowd 

turned out for our November 

meeting to hear Norma Ashby 

and her daughter Laura speak 

about a daunting task Norma 

has taken on — to publish her 

story as a longtime Hollywood 

madam who has become a 

successful entrepreneur. 
 

The main problem Norma has 

been wrestling with is how to 

tell her story in a way that is entertaining and uplifting rather than 

salacious. 

 

After a warm introduction by local friend Joe Furtando, Norma 

recounted her story with an energy that belied her 85 years. She recalled 

a sheltered childhood that included repression and daily church 

attendance. She was only 18 when her mother kicked her out. 
 

So there she was on the street, pregnant and desperate. She managed to 

land a job at Northrop — but was suddenly laid off. She married a man 

nine years older, but that didn’t work out either. 
 

Eventually a friend offered to mentor her in what sounded like a dating service. “No, no, that won’t work at all,” Norma 

said — but prudently kept her friend’s card and finally called back in desperation. (“Never throw away business cards,” 

she advised us.) 
 

That friend had begun her career as a madam at the Owl Café in Red Mountain and generously shared what she had 

learned. Consequently, Norma said, she was able to avoid a lot of the worst experiences ladies of the evening encounter.  
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Mark Your Calendar… 
 

January 2 – James A. Ardaiz – author of 

the new legal thriller “Shades of Truth” and 

former prosecutor, judge, and Presiding 

Justice of the California Fifth District Court 

of Appeal. 

 

February 6 – Jennifer Crittenden, 

publisher of Whistling Rabbit Press and 

organizer of the East Sierra Book Festival. 

 

March-April-May - Watch for very 

special guests in the “Read the Book, Meet 

the Author” series. We’ll announce the 

schedule in next month’s “Writers of the 

Purple Sage” newsletter. In following 

months, we have plans in the works for 

exciting first-timers as well as returning 

favorites. 
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While You Can 
 

My President’s Message this month might be a bit on the heavier side than usual. As our families 

start gathering together for holiday celebrations, I start remembering stories my family has 

shared across the seasons, years, and generations. As with many families, this backlog of stories 

is often incomplete. There never seems to be enough time to hear all the tales of our ancestors. 
 

Then, one day, the chance is gone. 
 

It’s been a difficult couple of months in my family with multiple members in the hospital for 

various medical issues. And one relative appears to be on his last legs. It’s a stark and painful 

reminder of the impermanence of life, that fleeting breath of time we as people get on this planet. 

I think about all the stories I’m going to miss, the ones I might never get to hear, mysteries 

forever unsolved, legacies I will have to carry into future. 
 

Heavy stuff? Yes, it is. But it is an inescapable part of being human. I can’t stop the circle of life. I can’t make him better. 

But at least, I can promise to carry on his stories and memories to the next generation. It’s the kind of immortality we all 

should be thankful for. So this holiday season, I want you all to gather your families together and tell stories. Stories of the 

past, make new ones in the present, and secure them for the future. Do it while you can. Don’t delay the opportunity, 

because you may not get another one. This is the time when you get that chance. Hear the stories of your grandparents, 

parents, siblings, cousins, family friends, children, the list goes on. And pass on those stories to others while you can. 

Grant them that immortality, so that, someday, you’ll earn your own. 

_____ 

 

Don’t Miss Our Dickens Display! 
 

Ridge Writers has curated a Charles Dickens display for the Ridgecrest Branch Library with memorabilia and collectibles 

demonstrating his omnipresence in popular culture, his role in how we 

observe Christmas, and his many contributions to literature in general. We 

do this in connection with our participation in the annual Riverside 

Dickens Festival, next year over the February 22-23 weekend. Stop by and 

visit us at the CWC-South booth. 
 

The southern region of the California Writers Club maintains the “zine”-

format socalwritersshowcase.com, containing monthly content from 

members, ranging from fiction, nonfiction/essays, and memoir, to poetry, 

inter-views, discussion on writers’ life, the craft, and news. 

 

 
 

Ridge Writers Leaders 

 

President – Daniel Stallings 

Vice President – John Anderson 

Secretary – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 

Treasurer – Andrew Sound 

Member at Large – Vacant 

Historian – Maryann Butterfield 

Newsletter Editor – Daniel Stallings 

Programs & Publicity – Donna 

McCrohan Rosenthal 

State Rep – Daniel Stallings 

Youth Coordinator – Daniel Stallings 

Webmaster – Julianne Black 

 

To reach any of these leaders, use 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. 

Visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters 

and our website CWC-ridgewriters.org. 

The Writers of the Purple Sage is the monthly newsletter of the Ridge Writers, East 
Sierra Branch of the 109-year-old California Writer Club. Except where otherwise 

stated, all articles in this publication may be printed without special permission in 

newsletters of branches of the California Writers Club and in the State Bulletin, 

subject to the following conditions: 
a. The author’s name and original publication credit must be printed with the 

text. 

b. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes. 

c. You must send a copy of the newsletter bearing the reprint to the author. 
Contact the editor by mail at P.O. Box 484, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 or by email, 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. SPECIAL NOTICE: Photographs for publicity and 

newsletter uses are taken at all Ridge Writers events. By entering the venue, members 

and guests are granting permission that their likenesses may be used for publicity 
purposes. 

mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters
mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
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November Program continued from page 1 
 

She did spend time in jail, but thanks to the ACLU, was able to fight off efforts to register her as a sex offender — of central 

importance, Norma said, because keeping Laura, her daughter, was central to her existence. 
 

Whenever Norma had a setback, she began another career, eventually settling on a janitorial business cleaning yachts at the 

marina. To help her in this growing business, she hired other call girls, who became outstanding cleaners. “We’ve had a full 

life,” said Norma. “If I’d had an education, I probably would have been more successful in business. I always had the push and 

the drive.” 
 

She was married three times, but describes herself as “not a good marriage person.… I wanted to make my own decisions, 

make my own money.” 
 

Today Norma lives in Acton and devotes time to community activities and to helping agencies such as Children of the Night. 

Laura joined her to help shape Norma’s life story into a book, now in manuscript form. During the course of the evening, both 

Laura and Joe read excerpts from the book, which we in the audience agreed we want to purchase as soon as she gets it 

published. 
 

To add icing to a sweet evening, Norma announced at the end of the evening that she wants to join Ridge Writers. What a 

wonderful addition to our branch! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Jack London 

Award Winners 
 

We’re proud of the Ridge Writers who 

have won the Jack London Award, the 

highest recognition each branch of 

CWC can give outstanding members.  

The award was presented annually 

until 2005, and subsequently only  

once every two years. 
 

Maryann Butterfield 1997 

Casey Wilson 1998 

Rlee Peters 1999 

Judy Dutcher 2000 

Curt Danhauser 2001 

Judy Martin 2002 

Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 2003 

Holly Dworken Cooley 2004 

Liz Babcock 2005 

Allison Aubin 2007 

Steve Wersan 2009* 

Margaret Luebs 2013 

Daniel Stallings 2015 

Julianne DiBlasi Black 2017 

John Anderson 2019 
 

 

*With a special Charmian London 

Award to Fran Wersan 

  

Scenes from 
Lives of Service 

 
     Thanks to the tireless efforts of the 

publishing team, the long-awaited Ridge 

Writers “Scenes from Lives of Service: High 

Desert Veterans of WWI through Desert 

Storm” has arrived and will be on hand at 

our holiday party Thursday, December 5 at 6 

p.m. at Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church. It 

will sell to the general public for $26.95 plus 

sales tax, but members can purchase it for a 

flat $25 which includes tax.  
 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

6th Annual Dickens Tea 
 

Ridge Writers is preparing for its sixth annual Dickens Tea, the popular tea 

time celebration of Charles Dickens and the Victorian holiday traditions we 

still practice. Over delicious holiday tea and a special plum bread pudding 

provided by My Enchanted Cottage and Tea Room, the festivities will include 

our annual white elephant book exchange, a Yuletide craft of custom pie-tin 

ornaments, a holiday finery costume contest, and a visit from Mrs. Cratchit, 

played by three-time Diamond Mask Award-winning actress Nicole Johnson, 

who will read the story of her family’s Christmas dinner from Charles 

Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Guests are welcome to dress in their holiday or 

Victorian best. The sixth annual Dickens Tea is on Saturday, December 7, 

2019 at 2 p.m. at My Enchanted Cottage and Tea Room (214 W. Ridgecrest 

Blvd.).  Tickets are $20 each and are available now at Red Rock Books. 
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Update on the CWC Literary Review 
 

The CWC expects to bring out the next 

edition of The Literary Review, our 

annual literary magazine, in early 

autumn 2020. 
 

To do that, we need members to 

volunteer as judges, proofers, and a 

submissions manager. To join the team, 

please let us know through your branch 

president or branch rep, and identify 

yourself by name, branch affiliation, and 

a little about your qualifications for the 

mission. 
 

We hope to open the submission window 

in early December. 
 

 

 

The East Sierra Branch (Ridge Writers) is the 
California Writers Club branch serving the 

eastern part of Kern County. Over the mountains 

on the west side of the county is our 

Bakersfield-based sister branch, Writers of Kern. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

He Made Children a Big Part of 

Christmas 
 

 “In 1843, when Charles Dickens’s 'A 
Christmas Carol' was published, a new step 

was made in stressing the meaning and 
importance of Christmas. At the heart of 
Dickens’s story were charity, hope, love, and 

family. This book was written at a time when 
the Industrial Age had created a culture in 
which money and hard labor seemed to rule 

every facet of society. Holidays had been all 
but eliminated. Men worked twelve hours a 
day, six days a week. Children were often 

put to work in factories at the age of eight or 
nine. No one had time to stop for even a 

moment to examine the wonder of life, much 
less reflect on the birth of a Savior. With 
Scrooge representing the common thinking 

of almost all industrialists of the time in both 
England and the United States, 'A Christmas 
Carol' made people take a second look at 

their values.” 
 

-"Stories behind the Great Traditions of 

Christmas" 

 

By Ace Collins, Zondervan Publishing, 2003 

 
 
 

 

 
Our book Planet Mojave: 
Visions From a World Apart 
is available at Jawbone 
Canyon Station, the Historic 
USO Building, Red Rock 
Books, Maturango Museum, 
and online from our 
website.  
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