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VANDA KREFFT ON CRAFT FOR OCT 3 MEETING 
 
Author Vanda Krefft will discuss “How to Craft a Cohesive, Compelling Narrative That 

Doesn’t Get Lost in the Telling” for the Ridge Writers Thursday, October 3 meeting. It 

starts at 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room of Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church, 633 W. Las 

Flores. The public is invited and admission is free. 

 

Krefft wrote The Man Who Made the Movies, the biography of 20th Century Fox founder 

William Fox. She had to cover so much material that it threatened to fly out of control. 

“You’re passionate about the story and brimming with ideas,” she explains. “That’s the 

problem. With Fox, I had the rags-to-riches rise of probably the most important of all US movie studio founders because of 

his many pivotal contributions, and a time span from the Gilded Age to mid-century America, the entertainment industry, 

political and judicial corruption, personal life, and the list goes on. But the pieces have to hold together and keep the reader 

asking, ‘What’s next?’” 

 

Harper Collins published her book in 2017 to considerable acclaim as an intriguing narrative as well as an important 

addition to cinema history. When she visits Ridge Writers, Krefft will detail her strategy for maintaining focus, managing 

subplots and minor characters, and deciding what to throw out. Join us October 3 to learn more! 
 
 

September Program: Weird Storytelling Workshop 
Presented by Daniel Stallings 

 

Health issues sadly prevented our 

September speakers from making it 

to our meeting, but Ridge Writers 

never give up. With only one-day 

notice, we managed to craft an on-

the-spot workshop on weird 

storytelling to help us get in the 

mood for Weird Weekend. 

 

Inspired by stories around the 

campfire, I brought in a special selection of props to get us in the mood: the lanterns 

and electric “campfire” from Close Encounters of the Hairy Kind, our Bigfoot play 

performing as part of Weird Weekend. With the lights partially extinguished, we were lit by the glow of “firelight” and in 

the mood to tell some weird stories we would create that night. Stories of Bigfoot and UFOs and other strange residents of 

the Mojave Desert. The lessons from the workshop were inspired even more by the script of Close Encounters, originally 

written by Monica Lorenz-Dwyer, about writing from life and employing alternate perspectives about the same event. For 

the first story, I had the members “write from life” as they wrote a flash fiction piece about someone in that room meeting 

Bigfoot in the flesh. Pictured above, you can see the big smile on Linda Saholt’s face when Liz Babcock reads her story 

about Linda’s encounter with the furry phenomenon. 

 

For the second exercise, they paired up and plotted a story where the two members had a UFO sighting and what followed. 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Continued on page 3  

 

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

November 7 – Norma Ashby, 

“Survival vs. Taboo.,” rescheduled 

from July 11. 

 

December 7 – Ridge Writers Holiday 

Party, bring a dish! 
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Starting Off Shaky 
 

For this month’s President’s Message, I want to first focus on a few stories, which I hope you 

will find as amusing as I do. It does mean I have to bring up the earthquakes this past July again, 

but if you can resist the eye roll, I promise that I have a point to make with these stories. 
 

So at the end of August, I closed my twenty-third Master Mystery Production, Foul Play, to a 

wonderful crowd and lots of great memories. I even sold a copy of Sunny Side Up, my first book 

to a guest, who said, with a joking half-smile, that I had to work hard to make sure I become 

more famous than our earthquakes. No pressure, right? 
 

Now I won’t say that is my goal, but it was definitely secreted in the back of my mind as I 

attended the Men of Mystery event in Long Beach on September 21. This is a big event 

celebrating male mystery authors, and I was lucky enough to get asked to be a guest author for the second year in a row. 

With my new book in tow, I showed up at the venue and started to mingle and network. And the earthquakes came up time 

and time again. After a while, I told myself I just had to own it. That’s how people remembered Ridgecrest. So in my 

sixty-second author introduction I had to do to sell my books, I said “Hi, I’m Daniel Stallings from Ridgecrest in the 

Mojave Desert, and before you ask, yes, the Ridgecrest that had those quakes in July.” Then I talked about my books. I 

think it helped because it took away the questions. I owned our history, and that made me memorable. I wasn’t ashamed of 

it. And that ended up translating into big book sales and lots of signing. So if you have something like that in your life, 

own it. No one can control the spin like you can. Smile. Be confident. And let them see you shine. 

_____ 

 

Ridge Writers Library Display 

 

In response to a campaign spearheaded by the California Writers Club in 2003, the California State Assembly declared the 

third week in October as California Writers Week. Ridge Writers will 

observe this annual event along with other CWC branches. Joining a range 

of CWC activities, we will curate a display at the Ridgecrest Kern County 

Branch Library through the month of October. Read more about 

California Writers Week at calwriters.org/news/celebrate-california-

writers-week/ 
 

The southern region of the California Writers Club maintains the “zine”-

format socalwritersshowcase.com, containing monthly content from 

members, ranging from fiction, nonfiction/essays, and memoir, to poetry, 

inter-views, discussion on writers’ life, the craft, and news. 

 

 

Ridge Writers Leaders 

 

President – Daniel Stallings 

Vice President – John Anderson 

Secretary – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 

Treasurer – Andrew Sound 

Member at Large – Vacant 

Historian – Maryann Butterfield 

Newsletter Editor – Daniel Stallings 

Programs & Publicity – Donna 

McCrohan Rosenthal 

State Rep – Daniel Stallings 

Youth Coordinator – Daniel Stallings 

Webmaster – Julianne Black 

 

To reach any of these leaders, use 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. 

Visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters 

and our website CWC-ridgewriters.org. 

The Writers of the Purple Sage is the monthly newsletter of the Ridge Writers, East 

Sierra Branch of the 109-year-old California Writer Club. Except where otherwise 
stated, all articles in this publication may be printed without special permission in 

newsletters of branches of the California Writers Club and in the State Bulletin, 

subject to the following conditions: 

a. The author’s name and original publication credit must be printed with the 
text. 

b. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes. 

c. You must send a copy of the newsletter bearing the reprint to the author. 

Contact the editor by mail at P.O. Box 484, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 or by email, 
ridgewriters@yahoo.com. SPECIAL NOTICE: Photographs for publicity and 

newsletter uses are taken at all Ridge Writers events. By entering the venue, members 

and guests are granting permission that their likenesses may be used for publicity 

purposes. 

mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters
mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
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September Program continued from page 1 
 

After they agreed on a plot, I separated them and had each write their own accounts of the same event. The differing 

perspectives, couples with moments of shared information, showed our members how different people will view the same 

event in completely different ways, which is important for establishing distinction between characters reacting to identical plot 

points in a work of fiction. Finally, we expanded on that idea where the same teams each wrote a two-sentence story about 

Bigfoot meeting an alien. The results were fun and funny and filled with promise. 
 

Here's a look at what one of our members wrote for the workshop: 

 

The Night Liz Met Bigfoot 
 

By Linda Saholt 
 

It was a dark and stormy night. Liz was busily working away at her computer, when she heard a strange creaking 

coming from the front door of her house. One of her cats hissed and yowled. She went to see what was the matter—and there, 

in her living room, stood Bigfoot! Seven feet tall and dripping rainwater on her carpet, Bigfoot seemed out of breath. 

Liz was so astonished she froze in place! 

Bigfoot opened his huge mouth, full of sharp-looking teeth, and drew in a mighty breath. “I’m so sorry to intrude, 

madam, but may I please use your telephone? My cell phone has conked out in this rain,” he said politely. 

So she handed him her phone. While he dialed, she whipped out her trusty camera and snapped half a dozen pictures. 

“Are you a photographer?” he asked. He then graciously gave her an interview while they shared a pot of tea. Then he 

thanked her and went back out into the night. 

The story ran in the next edition of The News Review. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Jack London 

Award Winners 
 

We’re proud of the Ridge Writers who 

have won the Jack London Award, the 

highest recognition each branch of 

CWC can give outstanding members.  

The award was presented annually 

until 2005, and subsequently only  

once every two years. 
 

Maryann Butterfield 1997 

Casey Wilson 1998 

Rlee Peters 1999 

Judy Dutcher 2000 

Curt Danhauser 2001 

Judy Martin 2002 

Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 2003 

Holly Dworken Cooley 2004 

Liz Babcock 2005 

Allison Aubin 2007 

Steve Wersan 2009* 

Margaret Luebs 2013 

Daniel Stallings 2015 

Julianne DiBlasi Black 2017 

John Anderson 2019 
 

*With a special Charmian London 

Award to Fran Wersan 

  

Edgar Allan Poe Tea 
 

 October’s here, so it’s time to get spooky! Inspired by 

our popular Dickens Tea, Ridge Writers will celebrate 

a different Victorian author just in time for Halloween 

with our first ever Edgar Allan Poe Tea! Edgar Allan Poe is one of the 

world’s best-loved and most well-known writers of poems such as “The 

Raven” horror stories like “The Tell-Tale Heart,” and the world’s first 

mystery, “The Murders in the Rue Morgue.” 

 

We plan to honor this visionary writer with a multi-layered event along the 

same lines as the Dickens Teas. Alongside tea and treats, we will have a 

spooky Victorian-themed Halloween souvenir for the guests and a special 

theatrical event. To celebrate Poe being the inventor of the mystery genre, 

Ridge Writers partnered with Master Mystery Productions to create an 

interactive mystery play inspired by the famous poem “The Raven” titled 

Lenore Nevermore. Starring characters plucked from Poe stories, the show is 

part psychological thriller, part whodunit, and part Gothic horror where a man 

being haunted by his memories of the murdered Lenore, hallucinations of a 

living statue, and a talking raven is forced to confront the truth in this script 

from Ridge Writers President, Daniel Stallings. The Edgar Allan Poe Tea, 

featuring Lenore Nevermore, is Saturday, October 19 at 2 p.m. at Ridgecrest 

Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $20 each at Red Rock Books. 
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IMAGINATION LAB 
 

Fri. and Sat. Oct. 26 and 27 party for 

The Imagination Lab’s exciting new 

project in Bishop: The Museum of High 

Sierra Artists & Visionaries. 

Music, entertainment, poetry and 

flash fiction reading by writers from 

Inyo, Mono, Kern and Alpine Counties, 

sponsored by the Ridge Writers, one of 

the 22 branches of the 

110-year-old California Writers Club 

Free! Details: 760-872-2446. 

Stay tuned for exact times and venues! 

 
 

The East Sierra Branch (Ridge Writers) is the 

California Writers Club branch serving the 
eastern part of Kern County. Over the mountains 

on the west side of the county is our 

Bakersfield-based sister branch, Writers of Kern. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Southern California Writers Conference 
 

San Diego, CA 

President’s Day Weekend 
February 14-16, 2020 

 

February doesn’t roll around for many months, 

but with conference attendance limited to 175 

attendees, this gathering merits advance 

consideration. Discounted pre-registration opens 

August 1. The organizers announce, “Founded 

and run by professional writers, the SCWC 

provides veteran and emerging talent with 

authoritative guidance to help distinguish those 

manuscripts that are ready for market 

consideration, having facilitated well over $4 

million worth of first-time authors’ book and 

screen deals. With extended one-on-one 

evaluation of advance submissions and dozens 

of read & critique and practical information 

workshops to choose from, the SCWC is among 

the only conferences specifically tailored to 

empower writers of every level with the vital 

tools, networking and industry prowess needed 

to sell their work. And since our surroundings 

afford it – and we certainly encourage it – 

plenty of other opportunities await those 

attending to sidle up next to editors, agents, 

executives, and others joining us to discuss 

things on a more intimate level. Details: 

writersconference.com/sd. 

 
 
 

 

 
Our book Planet Mojave: 
Visions From a World Apart 
is available at Jawbone 
Canyon Station, the Historic 
USO Building, Red Rock 
Books, Maturango Museum, 
and online from our 
website.  
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