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NORMA ASHBY ON “SURVIVAL VS. TABOO” 
AT NOVEMBER 7 GENERAL MEETING 
 
Norma Ashby will talk about her long path confronting “Survival vs. Taboo” in a 

program originally planned for this past July but rescheduled following the 

earthquakes. The event takes place at the Ridge Writers meeting on Thursday, 

November 7, starting 6:30 p.m. in the meeting room of Ridgecrest Presbyterian 

Church, 633 W. Las Flores. The public is invited and admission is free. 

 

Ashby has completed a memoir set in Hollywood in the ‘50s, ‘60s, and ‘70s. Her 

chronicle begins when her mother threw her out of their house with nothing more than a suitcase at the age of 18. The 

young girl supported herself with the jobs she could find, but eventually ran out of options and became a high-priced 

“appointments only” call girl. Terrified, she took the first step, learning her trade from a former Owls Saloon madam. In 

time, she had a child to raise and a new profession. Years later, one of her experiences caught the attention of the ACLU 

and they took her case. She has appeared on “Oprah” and the “Sally Jessy Raphael Show,” and spoken extensively around 

the country. 

 

Ashby had the idea of putting her story to paper long ago, at one point sharing it with a writing class that reacted in an 

unexpected way. Since then, she has weighed her approach as to how candid to go, and how to deal with privacy 

considerations. She remains undecided and for that reason, will open her to presentation to plenty of questions and input 

from the audience. 
 

October Program: Vanda Krefft and The Man Who Made the Movies 
Presented by John Anderson 

 

Vanda Krefft spoke to the Ridge Writers 

October 3 on the subject of “How to Craft a 

Cohesive Narrative That Doesn’t Get Lost 

in the Telling”. 

 

Krefft was a compelling speaker that 

captivated her audience with her ability to speak. Having become a writer with a master’s 

degree in Communication from the University of Pennsylvania and with an interest in the 

entertainment industry, she worked writing for major magazines but soon decided to write a 

book. She chose to write the biography of William Fox, the founder of Fox Studios. 

 

Krefft had the ability and interest in doing in-depth research, which was required to write 

about William Fox because most records were lost or difficult to find. This resulted in 

requiring over 10 years to finish her book, which was published in November of 2017. 

 

Krefft revealed that William Fox was a Hungarian/German Jew named “Fuch”, that 

immigrated to the U.S. in 1879 when he was 9 months old and his family settled in a 

poverty-stricken Irish neighborhood in New York city. 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Continued on page 3  
Above: Vanda Krefft poses with her book cover. Photo by John Anderson. 

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

December 7 – Ridge Writers Holiday 

Party, bring a dish! 
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In the Driver’s Seat 
 

I think it’s pretty rare for writers to always be in the driver’s seat when it comes to their work. 

I’m not really talking about the publishing process here. I’m talking about that time which is 

solely the author’s. That time of dreaming, researching, plotting, and writing.   
 

How many times have we heard writers say that the characters took over the story? I like to think 

of the characters are telling me their story. This is how it happened to them. They lived the tale; I 

merely record it. I’m a big proponent of not fighting the writing, of letting the story unfold in its 

own way. You can plan down to the very last syllable, but it doesn’t replace the organic 

discovery found in letting a work breathe on its own. 
 

But it also goes beyond just letting your characters drive once in a while. It’s also about allowing 

certain works their moment to shine in your hands. In theatre, we call it trusting your impulses. Sometimes, there comes a 

moment when an action onstage feels right. Trusting those impulses can lead to magic. Sometimes, as a writer, a book or 

story will slide into your mind that may not be the one you intended on writing. Ideas can be ephemeral, so capture them 

when you can. Don’t fight it. Allow your work its chance to breathe. You don’t know if you’ll get another chance to 

explore these ideas. I have had many a story or book that cropped up in my mind, and the ideas wouldn’t let me rest until I 

wrote. I never fought it. I allowed the story to flow. Because this was the time my book needed. So if you find a story, 

article, or any little idea nagging you at a time you didn’t expect it, don’t banish it. Grab some paper and a trusty pencil or 

pen. Trust the impulse. Perhaps this is your story’s time in the driver seat. So sit back and enjoy the ride. 

_____ 

 

Ridge Writers Holiday Party Potluck 

 

On December 5, Ridge Writers will hold its annual holiday party for its members where we all gather together, share a 

meal, and share our stories. We want to be sure all our members get a 

chance to join us for this wonderful tradition. We’ll need members to 

bring dishes and writing to share with everyone. So be sure to bring a dish 

from savory to sweet and your short stories to read to help us close out 

another wonderful year with Ridge Writers. 
 

The southern region of the California Writers Club maintains the “zine”-

format socalwritersshowcase.com, containing monthly content from 

members, ranging from fiction, nonfiction/essays, and memoir, to poetry, 

inter-views, discussion on writers’ life, the craft, and news. 

 

 
 

Ridge Writers Leaders 

 

President – Daniel Stallings 

Vice President – John Anderson 

Secretary – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 

Treasurer – Andrew Sound 

Member at Large – Vacant 

Historian – Maryann Butterfield 

Newsletter Editor – Daniel Stallings 

Programs & Publicity – Donna 

McCrohan Rosenthal 

State Rep – Daniel Stallings 

Youth Coordinator – Daniel Stallings 

Webmaster – Julianne Black 

 

To reach any of these leaders, use 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. 

Visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters 

and our website CWC-ridgewriters.org. 

The Writers of the Purple Sage is the monthly newsletter of the Ridge Writers, East 
Sierra Branch of the 109-year-old California Writer Club. Except where otherwise 

stated, all articles in this publication may be printed without special permission in 

newsletters of branches of the California Writers Club and in the State Bulletin, 

subject to the following conditions: 
a. The author’s name and original publication credit must be printed with the 

text. 

b. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes. 

c. You must send a copy of the newsletter bearing the reprint to the author. 
Contact the editor by mail at P.O. Box 484, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 or by email, 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. SPECIAL NOTICE: Photographs for publicity and 

newsletter uses are taken at all Ridge Writers events. By entering the venue, members 

and guests are granting permission that their likenesses may be used for publicity 
purposes. 

mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters
mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
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October Program continued from page 1 
 

He hated his father but he loved his mother, who consulted and motivated him to escape his situation as he grew older. 
 

As William was maturing in the early 1900’s, he was influenced by the politics of Tammany Hall, which was a mostly Irish 

Democratic club inspired to lift the Irish out of poverty. However, in doing so there was a lot of graph and corruption involved 

that as a young theater owner, William Fox was compelled to bribe a corrupt Judge. This came back to haunt him later. He 

eventually became famous and rich by being very creative in movies. His rise and fall are well documented in Vanda’s book 

titled “The Man Who Made the Movies.” 
 

Vanda concluded with encouraging the writers to always keep an eye on the conclusion of the story and make sure you are 

telling a good story. One would be remiss to not read this excellent book. 
 

You can learn more about Vanda Krefft’s work at vandakrefft.com. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Jack London 

Award Winners 
 

We’re proud of the Ridge Writers who 

have won the Jack London Award, the 

highest recognition each branch of 

CWC can give outstanding members.  

The award was presented annually 

until 2005, and subsequently only  

once every two years. 
 

Maryann Butterfield 1997 

Casey Wilson 1998 

Rlee Peters 1999 

Judy Dutcher 2000 

Curt Danhauser 2001 

Judy Martin 2002 

Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 2003 

Holly Dworken Cooley 2004 

Liz Babcock 2005 

Allison Aubin 2007 

Steve Wersan 2009* 

Margaret Luebs 2013 

Daniel Stallings 2015 

Julianne DiBlasi Black 2017 

John Anderson 2019 
 

 

*With a special Charmian London 

Award to Fran Wersan 

  

Dickens Tea 
 

 With the holidays just around the corner, Ridge 

Writers is preparing for its sixth annual Dickens 

Tea to celebrate the holiday season with 

Victorian elegance. Over delicious holiday tea 

and plum bread pudding provided by My Enchanted Cottage and Tea Room, 

the Dickens Tea honors the author of such noted Christmas tales like A 

Christmas Carol and the period that brought many of our modern holiday 

traditions to life. This year, the festivities will include a book swap of 

advanced reader copies and holiday craft books, a Christmas craft project, and 

a dramatic reading from one Charles Dickens’ classic holiday scenes starring 

three-time Diamond Mask Winner Nicole Johnson. The sixth annual Dickens 

Tea is on Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 2 p.m. at My Enchanted Cottage and 

Tea Room (214 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.).  Tickets are $20 each and are available 

now at Red Rock Books. 

 

Pictured below: Moments from previous Dickens Tea including a reading 

from A Christmas Carol by the ghost of Jacob Marley (left) and guests 

meeting Queen Victoria, who later read a holiday entry from her diary (right). 
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Audible.com and Captions 
 

From the Author’s Guild newsletter: 
 

“On September 23, the Authors Guild, 

together with the Association of Authors’ 

Representatives, filed an amicus curiae, or 

“friend of the court,” brief supporting the 

American Association of Publishers in their 

lawsuit to prevent Audible from releasing its 

new “Captions” feature. Captions would 

display text synced with audiobook narration, 

without the permission of the author or 

publisher who has the legal right to control 

how the book is distributed to the public. 

Rights are divisible under the copyright law, 

and authors may license electronic text and 

audio rights to different entities.” 
 

 

The East Sierra Branch (Ridge Writers) is the 

California Writers Club branch serving the 

eastern part of Kern County. Over the mountains 
on the west side of the county is our 

Bakersfield-based sister branch, Writers of Kern. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Crosswinds Poetry Content 

 
Crosswinds Poetry Journal's 5th Annual Contest    

 

Dear Poets,  

 

  Crosswinds is pleased to announce that 

Richard Blanco, Presidential Inaugural Poet and 

recipient of several notable literary awards, will 

judge this year's contest.  

 

Grand Prize - $1,000.00  

Second Prize - $250.00  

Third Prize -  $100.00  

 

All winners will be announced in Poets & 

Writers Magazine, on our web-site, and in other 

announcements. As a reminder, all poems will 

be considered for publication. A minimum of 

one hundred poems to be published in our 

Spring edition.   

 

For guidelines, sample copies or to pre-order the 

upcoming issue www.crosswindspoetry.com 

 

Ridge Writers does not endorse any contest in 

our newsletter. We simply provide information 

on opportunities to our membership. 

 
 
 

 

 
Our book Planet Mojave: 
Visions From a World Apart 
is available at Jawbone 
Canyon Station, the Historic 
USO Building, Red Rock 
Books, Maturango Museum, 
and online from our 
website.  
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