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SERIAL SAGA EXPLORED AT RIDGE WRITERS 
SEPTEMBER 5 MEETING 
 
Julianna and Linda Crisalli will present “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to an 

Ending” for the Thursday, September 5 Ridge Writers general meeting. The meeting 

begins at 6:30 pm at Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church, 633 W. Las Flores. The public is 

invited and admission is free. 

 

This past April, the Tehachapi Loop newspaper launched “Valley of Light: A Loop Serial 

Story” with installments contributed by readers – one by the first creative soul, the second 

by another, and so on. Additional pieces continue to arrive while an editorial team works on tying the various threads 

together and wrapping them all up with a punchy denouement. The brainchild of Linda Crisalli, long-time head of TALE 

(Tehachapi Arts, Literature, and Entertainment), the communal effort draws from quirky happenings and occurrences 

spotted around town. The genre most closely resembles fantasy. Linda’s daughter, Julianne Crisalli, shepherded the project 

through channels at the Loop while pursuing her other duties there. Today, still editing and reading for the 20-plus-year-

old publication, she has a new job as an editor for Intuit as well. Linda and Julianna will talk about the mechanics of 

getting such an ambitious opus off the ground, facing the challenges, and eventually making sense with the final product. 

 

Join us at the September 5 meeting and by all means, bring your friends. 
 
 

August Program: Selection from Open Mic Night 
“Writing for Myself” by 2019 Allison Aubin Scholarship Winner, Kate Ashton 

 

When I was a child, my family 

allotted time every day to reading. 

We would all sit together in our 

living room and spend part of an 

hour reading from whatever book 

had recently caught out interest. As 

a result, reading has become an 

integral part of my life; I never go 

anywhere without a book and have 

more copies of literature then I 

know what to do with.  
Above: Kate Ashton reading her essay. 

 

I am mesmerized by the intricate tales that authors are able to so easily 

portray; I am amazed at how writers can connect characters and plot lines 

in order to create a masterpiece. Consequently, I have always wanted to write an elaborate story of my own; I enjoy 

developing characters and joining them on a journey that evolves as the words bloom on the page. Therefore, my writing 

was fostered from my avid reading habits and the encouragement of my family. 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Continued on page 3  

 

 

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

October 3 – Vanda Krefft goes 

behind the scenes with The Man Who 

Made the Movies and 20th Century 

Fox’s early years. 

 

November 7 – Norma Ashby, 

“Survival vs. Taboo.,” rescheduled 

from July 11. 

 

December 7 – Ridge Writers Holiday 

Party, bring a dish! 
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Balancing Act 
 

One of the hardest things to do in life is to balance all the responsibilities you have with a desire 

to stay relatively sane.  This couldn’t be truer as a working writer where there any number of 

looming deadlines, upcoming projects, and the day-to-day activities with being a functioning 

human being.  Managing this balancing act can feel as difficult as the balance beam in the 

Olympics. And sadly, we all can’t be Simone Biles. 
 

It's more than just how many hats you wear. It’s juggling all those hats. Am I a novelist today? 

An actor? A producer? A playwright? A club president? A son? A brother? Time for myself? 

And most days, I have to juggle all those hats at the same time, swapping them minute to minute.   
 

How do I do it? I wish I had a simple and concise answer that made it all easy for others. And 

honestly, I think moms put me to shame with all their balancing and juggling in this circus called life. However, I have 

worked hard to find the work-life balance that allows me the freedom to work and play. Scheduling is a big thing, setting 

aside definite rehearsal times, writing times, and quitting times. This makes it so I have definitely established periods to 

work and recover, because my work can feel like it never ends. Another big thing is to forgive myself for taking a break. 

We can often punish ourselves for not working long enough or hard enough. But we are humans. We can’t plod away like 

machinery.  We need to find those moments to recover and recharge, so we can work the next day. Forgiving myself of 

that desire takes away the stigma and allows me to be a happier, healthier worker. How do you find balance? 

_____ 

 

Calling All Members for Your Weird and Wonderful Stories! 

 

Weird Weekend 2019 starts Friday, September 27 at 2 p.m. with our annual Weird Storytelling Competition, and we want 

to hear your stories! Ghost stories? Bigfoot legends? That time you had to 

help these strange aliens with their 2006 Honda Accord? If it’s set in our 

area of the world, we want to hear it. Prizes and bragging rights for these 

tall tales, and the truth is totally optional. Each story should 5 to 7 minutes 

in length and in good taste. Admission to the contest is $5 each. 
 

The southern region of the California Writers Club maintains the “zine”-

format socalwritersshowcase.com, containing monthly content from 

members, ranging from fiction, nonfiction/essays, and memoir, to poetry, 

inter-views, discussion on writers’ life, the craft, and news. 

 

 
 
 

Ridge Writers Leaders 

 

President – Daniel Stallings 

Vice President – John Anderson 

Secretary – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 

Treasurer – Andrew Sound 

Member at Large – Vacant 

Historian – Maryann Butterfield 

Newsletter Editor – Daniel Stallings 

Programs & Publicity – Donna 

McCrohan Rosenthal 

State Rep – Daniel Stallings 

Youth Coordinator – Daniel Stallings 

Webmaster – Julianne Black 

 

To reach any of these leaders, use 

ridgewriters@yahoo.com. 

Visit our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters 

and our website CWC-ridgewriters.org. 

The Writers of the Purple Sage is the monthly newsletter of the Ridge Writers, East 

Sierra Branch of the 109-year-old California Writer Club. Except where otherwise 
stated, all articles in this publication may be printed without special permission in 

newsletters of branches of the California Writers Club and in the State Bulletin, 

subject to the following conditions: 

a. The author’s name and original publication credit must be printed with the 
text. 

b. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes. 

c. You must send a copy of the newsletter bearing the reprint to the author. 

Contact the editor by mail at P.O. Box 484, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 or by email, 
ridgewriters@yahoo.com. SPECIAL NOTICE: Photographs for publicity and 

newsletter uses are taken at all Ridge Writers events. By entering the venue, members 

and guests are granting permission that their likenesses may be used for publicity 

purposes. 

mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters
mailto:ridgewriters@yahoo.com
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August Program continued from page 1 
 

I started writing when I was ten years old. My friend and I decided that we wanted to write a novel together and began 

to plan how the story would progress. The summer we spent writing is one of the most memorable instances of my life. 

Unfortunately, my friend and I had a falling out soon after and were unable to finish our novel, but the experience awakened a 

love of writing within me. Ever since, I have written multiple short stories, using writing as an outlet for my feelings. Writing 

has always calmed me and helps to relieve stress. I am not able to write much as a result of my busy schedule, but crafting 

stories has become a source of happiness. It allows me to express myself and use my imagination in ways that I would 

otherwise not be able to. As a result, I plan to write as much as possible in the coming years.  

Writing is one of my passions and I hope to expand my knowledge of the art in college. I plan on attending Pepperdine 

University this fall and while I do not plan on majoring in writing, I intend on further studying the occupation. I want to 

improve my writing ability so that I am able to better excel at the discipline that I relish. I want to learn how to craft 

masterpieces like those that I have grown up reading. I know that studying writing in college will allow me to refine my skills 

so that I am able to build diverse characters and a cohesive plot. At the moment, I have only written short stories. While I love 

writing brief action, my goal is to write a full-length novel. I want to publish my work and have it read and admired, similar to 

how I cherished so many other pieces of writing. Therefore, I am not specifically going to be a writer, but I want to fuel my 

passion and learn how to better utilize it at college this fall. 

 

Kate Ashton is our 2019 Allison Aubin Scholarship Winner. A recent graduate from Burroughs High School, she 

received her prize and read her essay to the members at our August 1 Open Mic Night. Congratulations, Kate! 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Jack London 

Award Winners 
 

We’re proud of the Ridge Writers who 

have won the Jack London Award, the 

highest recognition each branch of 

CWC can give outstanding members.  

The award was presented annually 

until 2005, and subsequently only  

once every two years. 
 

Maryann Butterfield 1997 

Casey Wilson 1998 

Rlee Peters 1999 

Judy Dutcher 2000 

Curt Danhauser 2001 

Judy Martin 2002 

Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 2003 

Holly Dworken Cooley 2004 

Liz Babcock 2005 

Allison Aubin 2007 

Steve Wersan 2009* 

Margaret Luebs 2013 

Daniel Stallings 2015 

Julianne DiBlasi Black 2017 

John Anderson 2019 
 

*With a special Charmian London 

Award to Fran Wersan 

  

Weird 
Weekend 

2019 
 

 Happy September everyone, which means 

it’s almost time for our annual Weird 

Weekend event! Weird Weekend celebrates 

all that makes our area of the world special 

whether it’s our historic petroglyphs, our UFO sightings, our legends of 

Bigfoot, our lost gold mines, our Joshua trees, our staggering geography, and 

much more. And more than that, Weird Weekend is all about our personal 

stories—the stories of the land and the locals—who make this slice of 

Mojave Desert as special as it is. 

 

This year, we have three highly interactive events planned. On Friday, 

September 27 at 2 p.m., we will have our annual Weird Storytelling 

Competition. Local storytellers and writers can read their own tales of the 

weird and wonderful for prizes and bragging rights. On Saturday, September 

28 at 2 p.m., we’re holding the Things They Left Behind: Desert Kids’ 

Storytelling Workshop, where families get to search a simulated desert scene 

for artifacts to serve as muses for their own stories. Finally, on both Friday 

and Saturday at 7:30 p.m., Master Mystery Productions and Ridge Writers 

will present Close Encounters of the Hairy Kind, an interactive campfire 

mystery based on local Bigfoot legends, written and directed by Monica 

Lorenz-Dwyer (Skeleton Key, Founder’s Award, and 3-time Diamond Mask 

Winner). Join us for weird and wonderful weekend September 27 and 28! 
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DUES DUE BY SEPT 30 
 

We start collecting membership dues in 

July, the start of the CWC fiscal year, 

but we have a grace period until 

September 30 to collect them. That day 

will be here before we know it, so please 

be sure to get them to our Treasurer 

before then. It’s $45 to renew for the 

next year. Be sure any checks are made 

out to Ridge Writers. We want to thank 

you again for being a part of our club 

and making it a great organization! 

 
 

The East Sierra Branch (Ridge Writers) is the 
California Writers Club branch serving the 

eastern part of Kern County. Over the mountains 

on the west side of the county is our 

Bakersfield-based sister branch, Writers of Kern. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

American Book Fest 
 

The American Book Fest is calling for indie 

book submissions published between 2017 to 

2019 to compete for their 16th Annual Best 

Book Awards. 
 

Across multiple categories including 

Nonfiction, Fiction, Cover and Interior Design, 

Art, Business, Children’s, Academic, Young 

Adult, Travel, and much more, a panel of judges 

will select the Best Book winners to receive not 

only the title, but also social media marketing 

and industry exposure. 
 

American Book Fest is calling for self-published 

and indie authors to submit their books to the 

competition. Deadline is September 30. There’s 

a $69 fee per book/per category. Your 

submission must be postmarked before 9/30/19 

to be eligible and must contain the completed 

entry form, available on the American Book 

Fest website. 
 

If any of our members have independently or 

self-published a book and are interested in this 

opportunity, they can learn more at 

americanbookfest.com. 

 
 
 

 

 
Our book Planet Mojave: 
Visions From a World Apart 
is available at Jawbone 
Canyon Station, the Historic 
USO Building, Red Rock 
Books, Maturango Museum, 
and online from our 
website.  
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