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Don’t Miss This Inside Look at Police Craft
Thursday, January 3, 2019
Adam Plantinga, a sergeant with the San Francisco Police Department, will talk
about his new book Police Craft: What Cops Know about Crime, Community and
Violence at the Ridge Writers meeting on Thursday, January 3. It begins at 6:30 in
the meeting room of Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church, 633 W. Las Flores.
Plantinga previously visited Ridgecrest in connection with his earlier 400 Things
Cops Know, which received rave reviews from star crime writers Lee Child, Edward Conlon, and Joseph
Wambaugh, and which The Wall Street Journal hailed as "the new bible for crime writers."
We see police officers all the time in movies, TV shows, mystery novels, and the news, but we rarely hear how real
cops work, live, and think. Plantinga will deliver an inside look at policing from the viewpoint of a working cop –
how investigations are conducted, the sociology of crime, the culture of cops, and more. Filled with details
unknown to the general public, his information will be invaluable to mystery writers and anyone who wants to
better understand the police. He will also share some of the most common – and some of the more offbeat –
questions he gets as an officer.
Plantinga holds a B.A. in English with a second major in Criminology/Law Studies from Marquette University,
where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa and magna cum laude in 1995. He has written 13 nonfiction articles on various
aspects of police work for the literary magazine The Cresset, published by the Valparaiso University Press.
Please bring your friends. Remember, the public is invited to the meeting, and admission is free.

Report on the December Meeting: Holiday Party at the Heritage Club House
We had great fun with our annual holiday tradition – a delightful potluck, dandy readings
by members, and plenty of time to socialize. Presentations ranged from a true story about
a Christmas ghost to an eyewitness account of an atomic bomb blast. We have such an
interesting, talented group!

Mark Your
Calendar…
Feb. 7 – Jonathan Yanez,
independently and
traditionally published author
of over a dozen fantasy
novels embodying more than
a nod to zombies, angels, and
alternate steampunk
universes.
Mar. 7 - Beverly Gray,
Seduced by Mrs. Robinson;
How The Graduate Became
the Touchstone of a
Generation.

President’s Message by Daniel Stallings
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One Step Forward
Two steps forward, one step back. That’s the way life seems to work, doesn’t it? You move a
little bit forward before getting pushed back by an obstacle or a hardship. For writers, it can feel
especially hard. A rejection. An unfinished manuscript. They all seem to stand in the way of
moving forward with our careers.
In this past month, there have been a couple of steps backwards in my life. My father had an
extended hospital stay right around the holidays, making it difficult to focus on work, because I
wanted to focus on him and getting him well. I had a short story rejected by a major magazine,
which hurt my confidence. It can be hard to push through, to keep fighting, to continue stepping
forward while knowing something will force you step back. Giving up seems like the easy
option. You can’t be hurt if you don’t try.
Wrong.
Giving up is never the answer.
We, that creative species known as writers, can be incredibly plucky and incredibly hard on ourselves. Our devotion to write
is powerful. So we take a lot of what happens to us and to the world to heart. It makes us human. It helps us relate to the
emotions of others and our characters. It can make us better writers. However, it should never prevent us from living or
working. It shouldn’t deprive us of our passion for the craft. Setbacks can be lessons or reminders. They are not weapons.
Learn from the moment, cherish what you have and what you’ve produced, and keep moving forward. The only way you’ll
get anywhere as a writer is if you continue to write, continue to submit, and continue to believe in what you do.
There’s something interesting about that old adage. Two steps forward, one step back. You’re still moving one step forward
at a time.
____________________________

FUN LIBRARY FACTS

According to the November 2018- January 2019 Ridgecrest Branch Library newsletter, Ridgecrest had 7,828 borrowers
in fiscal year 2017-2018, and Ridgecrest represents 10% of total Kern County circulation (3rd busiest) compared to
Tehachapi at 6%.
Ridge Writers Leaders
President – Daniel Stallings
Vice President – C. R. Rowenson
Secretary – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal
Treasurer – Andrew Sound
Member at Large – John Anderson
Historian – Maryann Butterfield
Newsletter, Interim editors – Donna
McCrohan Rosenthal & Daniel Stallings
Programs & Publicity – Donna
McCrohan Rosenthal
State Rep – Donna McCrohan Rosenthal
Youth Coordinator – Daniel Stallings
Webmaster – Julianne Black
To reach any of these leaders, use
ridgewriters@yahoo.com.
Visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters
and our website CWC-ridgewriters.org.

___________________________________________________________
The southern region of the California Writers Club
maintains the “zine”-format socalwritersshowcase.com,
containing monthly content from members, ranging from
fiction, nonfiction/essays, and memoir, to poetry, interviews, discussion on writers’ life, the craft, and news.

The Writers of the Purple Sage is the monthly newsletter of the Ridge Writers, East
Sierra Branch of the 109-year-old California Writer Club. Except where otherwise
stated, all articles in this publication may be printed without special permission in
newsletters of branches of the California Writers Club and in the State Bulletin, subject
to the following conditions:
a. The author’s name and original publication credit must be printed with the
text.
b. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes.
c. You must send a copy of the newsletter bearing the reprint to the author.
Contact the editor by mail at P.O. Box 484, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 or by email,
ridgewriters@yahoo.com. SPECIAL NOTICE: Photographs for publicity and newsletter
uses are taken at all Ridge Writers events. By entering the venue, members and guests
are granting permission that their likenesses may be used for publicity purposes.

Top Word of 2018
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Friend-of-the-Club Mike Lauletta sent us this one: “LONDON (AP) — What single word best captures the tone of the past
year? Oxford Dictionaries says it's ‘toxic.’ Oxford University Press monitors changes in the English language and each year
selects a word that catches the annual mood. Its lexicographers said … that ‘toxic’ grew into ‘an intoxicating descriptor for the
year's most talked about topics.’ Beyond its literal sense, people also employed it to describe relationships, politics and habits.
The word beat other shortlisted possibilities, including ‘gas-lighting’ (‘manipulating someone by psychological means into
accepting a false depiction of reality or doubting their own sanity’) and orbiting (‘the action of abruptly withdrawing from
direct communication with someone while still monitoring, and sometimes responding to, their activity on social media’).
‘Toxic’ succeeds last year's word of the year, ‘youthquake,’ which recognized the millennial generation's power.”

_______________________________________________________________________________

Our Jack London
Award Winners

COMING SOON!

We’re proud of the Ridge Writers who
have won the Jack London Award, the
highest recognition each branch of
CWC can give outstanding members.
The award was presented annually
until 2005, and subsequently only
once every two years.
Maryann Butterfield 1997
Casey Wilson 1998
Rlee Peters 1999
Judy Dutcher 2000
Curt Danhauser 2001
Judy Martin 2002
Donna McCrohan Rosenthal 2003
Holly Dworken Cooley 2004
Liz Babcock 2005
Allison Aubin 2007
Steve Wersan 2009*
Margaret Luebs 2013
Daniel Stallings 2015
Julianne DiBlasi Black 2017
*With a special
Charmian London Award
to Fran Wersan

IN DOWNTOWN RIVERSIDE
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 23 AND 24, 2019
With theatricals, literary debates, 30+ vendors selling Victorian-era clothing,
books, and traditional food from across the pond, including fish and chips,
beef stew, soup in a bread bowl, and meat pies; and (actors portraying) Queen
Victoria, Charles Dickens, Mark Twain, Jane Austen, Mary Shelley, and
Edgar Allan Poe, the annual Riverside Dickens Festival celebrates the life and
works of author Charles Dickens and his impact on our society.
dickensfest.com; 951-781-3168
CWC-South will have a booth and conduct
an essay-writing workshop at the invitation of the festival organizers.
We hope to see you there.

California Writers & Journalists Losing Work Due to New Court Ruling –
as recently reported by the Authors Guild: “The Authors Guild is joining forces with journalists and

organizations to lobby the new California state legislature to clarify the rules so that legitimate freelance journalists can
continue to work as freelancers and not lose work due to publications’ fears that they will have to treat all journalists as
employees and provide employee benefits and pay employment taxes. Writers and journalists may be losing out on work as a
result of an April 2018 California Supreme Court ruling that restricts who can be declared a freelancer. While the ruling in
Dynamex Operations West Inc. vs. Superior Court of Los Angeles was intended to prevent employers from reclassifying certain
types of workers as contractors as a way to avoid providing them with the same benefits and opportunities as full-time workers,
the ruling has had unintended negative consequences for those workers who are and wish to have the option to remain
independent contractors.” (Read more at https://www.authorsguild.org/industry-advocacy/california-writers-journalists-losingwork-due-to-new-court-ruling/).

GOOD NEWS FOR SMALL BOOKSTORES
EVEN MORE
T-SHIRT WISDOM
Further favorable response to our earlier
“T-shirt Wisdom” entries (found in
current gift catalogues) has led to more:
“I prefer my puns intended.”
“Moses was the first person with a tablet
downloading data from the cloud.”
“Why is abbreviation such a long word?”
“No matter how much you push the
envelope, it’s still stationery.”

The East Sierra Branch (Ridge Writers) is the
California Writers Club branch serving the
eastern part of Kern County. Over the mountains on the west side of the county is our
Bakersfield-based sister branch, Writers of Kern.
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Small
Bookstores
Booming
“After nearly being wiped out a decade ago,
small bookstores are booming…. The
rebound comes after years of competition
from deep discount superstores and

online behemoth Amazon, which
together turned small shops into an
endangered species. According to the
American Booksellers Association, the
number of independent bookstores fell
by approximately 40 percent between
the mid-90s and 2009. They have
recovered some of those closures, and
this year, sales are up more than five
percent over a year ago.”
-

reported by Jill Schlesinger,
CBS News, November 23, 2018

The Ridge Writers
East Sierra Branch
California Writers Club
P.O. Box 484
Ridgecrest, CA 93556

Our book Planet Mojave:
Visions From a World Apart
is available at Jawbone
Canyon Station, the Historic
USO Building, Red Rock
Books, Maturango Museum,
and online from our
website.

